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THE WORSHIP OF THE OAK

CHAP.

Goddess of festival they thanked him for his gift of rain.1    The Hos
rfilTlnd   of Togoland in West Africa distinguish two deities of the
fertility     lightning,  a   god   Sogble  and  a  goddess   Sodza, who are
H^ng the husband and wife and talk with each other in the sound of
thunder.    The goddess has epithets applied to her which
seem to shew that she is believed to send the rain and to
cause the plants to grow.    She is addressed as " Mother of
men  and  beasts, ship full of yams, ship  full  of the most
varied fullness."    Further, it is said to  be she who blesses
the  tilled   land.    Moreover,  like  the Hindoo thunder-god
Parjanya, who slays demons, the Ho thunder-goddess drives
away evil spirits and witches from people's houses ; under
her  protection children  multiply  and  the  inmates of the
Godsoi     house remain healthy.-2    The Indians of the Andes, about
thunder     Lake Titicaca, believe in a thunder-god named Con or Gun,
fertility     whom they call the " lord " or " father " of the mountains
Indians*? (Ccollo-auqui).    He is   regarded  as a  powerful  being,  but
the Andes irritable and difficult of access, who   dwells   on   the  high
mountains above the line of perpetual snow.    Yet he gives
great gifts  to those who  win  his  favour; and   when the
crops are languishing for lack of rain, the  Indians try to
rouse the god from his torpor by pouring a small libation of
brandy into a tarn below the snow-line; for they dare not
set foot  on  the  snow lest they should meet the dreadful
thunder-god face to face.     His bird is the condor as the
eagle was the bird of the Greek thunder-god Zeus.8    Simi-
larly  in  time  of drought  the  Abchases  of the  Caucasus
sacrifice an ox to Ap-hi, the god of thunder and lightning,
and  an  old   man  prays  him  to  send  rain,  thunder,  and
lightning, telling him that the crops are parched, the grass
burnt up, and the cattle starving.4     These examples shew
how readily a thunder-god may come to be viewed as a
power of fertility ; the connecting link is furnished by the
fertilising rain which usually accompanies a thunder-storm.

As might have been expected, the  ancient worship of
the oak in Europe has left its print in popular custom and

and the
Abchases
of the
Caucasus.
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